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drunkenness or gambling was seen \ I believe that auKterity
was never yet the prevailing characteristic of any barrack,
and I should be sorry to overstate my case by random lauda-
tions even of the Scottish Life-G-uardy. But when we arc
gravely told that these soldiers 'used in their revels to play
at the torments of hell, and to call each other by the names
of devils and damned souls', one's1 curiosity is certainly
excited. The pastime is fortunately not a common one; it
was not recommended in the Book of Sports, which gave
such exceeding oifence to the Puritans: and the nomenclature
alleged to be employed would imply an intimate knowledge
of Demonology far from usual with the soldiery of that period.
I look to Mr. Macaulay \s note for his authority, and 1 find it
appended in the shape of the venerated name of Wodrow.
English readers can hardly be supposed to know what
manner of man this Wodrow was, wliom, in preference to
any other chronicler, Mr. Macaulay has thought fit to follow
with reference to that period of Scottish history. It may
therefore be proper, very shortly, to give a brief account of
his writings, style, notions, and credibility,
Robert Wodrow, minister at Eastwood, is tolerably well
known to Scottish antiquaries ay the author of two works--
the History of the Church of Scotland, and the Anafecta, or
Materials for a History of Remarkable Providences, mostly
relating to Scotch Ministers and Christiana, lit*, was bom
in 1679, was consequently a mere child at the time of the
Revolution, and gave his Hiwtory to the world in 17iil. That
History, according to hia own account, was compiled partly
from existing documents, and partly from thn narrative of
persons who had orally communicated with the author; and
a most extraordinary history it is, in every sense of the word.
Born in a credulous age, Wodrow wan endowed with a
power of credulity which altogether transcended bounds.
He has not unaptly been styled the Scottish Aubrey, though
Aubrey by the side of Wodrow would almost appear a aceptic.
The Romish miracles sink into insignificance compared with
those recorded by Mr. Macaulay\ pot authority, But for the
numerous, though possibly unintentional profanities, and
the grossness of some of the anecdotes which are scattered
over its pages, the Analecta would be pleasant reading. We
learn from Wodrow how Elizabeth Kennedy, sister to
Hugh Kennedy, Provost of Ayr, being extremely ill of fltono,
declined submitting to a surgical operation, and how thtj
calculus was miraculously dissolved at the intercuHtdoo. of
a prayer-meeting assembled in her house. We tead of corpses
sitting up in bed, announcing to the terrified mourners the
judgments of another world j of Mr. John Campbell of
Craigie, minister, who had an interview with, the devil,
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